- 66. Mt | L 9 8 
On Engliſo Valour : 
BEING R. 
An ACCOURNT 


O F 


A Remarkable Sea - Engagement, 
Anno 1591. 


WRITTEN BY 
Str WALTER RALEIGH, Kit. 


Very proper to be read by Sea-Officers and 
Britifo Sailors, 


LONDON: 


Printed for R. BALDWIN, at the Roſe in 
Pater-noſter- Row. 


M.DCC. LYII, 


Price Six - pence. | 


CY 


ENGLISH VALOUR 


EXEMPLIFIED. 


Fe ECAUSE the Rumours are 
diverſly ſpread, as well in Eng- 
land as in the Low Countries, 
and elſewhere, of this late En- 

A counter between Her Majeſty's 
Ships and the Armada of Hain; and that 
the Spaniards, according to their uſual 
Manner, fill the World with their vain- 
glorious Vaunts, making great Appearance of 
Victories, when, on the contrary, themſelves 
are moſt commonly and ſhamefully beaten 
and diſhonoured ; thereby hoping to poſleſs 
the 1gnorant Multitude, by anticipating and 
forerunning falſe Reports. It is agreeable 
with all good a for Manifeſtation of 
the 
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the Truth, to overcome Falſhood and Un- 
truth; that the Beginning, Continuance and 
Succeſs of this late honourable Encounter 
of Sir Richard Greenville, and other Her 
Majeſty's Captains, with the Armada of 
Spain, ſhould be truly ſet down and publiſhed, 
without Partiality or falſe Imaginations. 


And it is no Marvel that the Haniards 
ſhould ſeck, by falſe and ſlanderous Pamphlets, 
Ad viſoes and Letters, to cover their own 
Loſs, and to derogate from others their due 
Honours, eſpecially in this Fight, being 
performed far off; ſceing they were not 
aſhamed in the Year 1588, when they pur- 
poſed the Invaſion of this Land, to publiſh, 
in ſundry Languages in Print, great Victories 
in Words, which they pleaded to have ob- 
tained againſt this Realm, -and ſpread the 
ſame in a moſt falſe Sort oyer all Parts of 
France, Italy, and elſewhere: When, ſhortly 
after, it was happily manifeſted in very Deed 
to all Nations, how their Navy, which they 
termed invincible, confifting of one Hundred 
and Forty Sail of Ships, (not only of their 
own Kingdom, but ftrengthened with the 
greateſt Argoſies, Purtrgal Caracks, Floren- 
tines, and huge Hulks of other Countries) 
were, by thirty of Her Majeſty's own Ships 
of War, and a few of our own Merchants, 
by the wiſc, valiant, and advantagious Con- 
duct of the Lord Charles Howard, High- 

Admiral 


1 
Admiral of England, beaten and ſhuffled to- 
gether, even from the Lizard in Cornwall, 
firſt to Portland, where they ſhamefully left 
Don Pedro de Valdes, with his mighty Ship ; 
from Portland to Cales, where .they loſt 
Hugo de Moncado, with the Gallies of which 
he was Captain; and from Cales, driven 
with Squibs from their Anchors, were chaſed 
out of the Sight of gland, round about 
Scotland and Ireland : Where, for the 
Sympathy of their barbarous Religion, hoping 
to find Succour and Alliftance, a great Part 
of them were cruſh'd againſt the Rocks; and 
thoſe other that landed, being very many in 
Number, were notwithitanding broken, ſlain 
and taken, and fo ſent from Village to Village 
coupled in Halters, to be ſhipped into Eng- 
land: Where Her Majeſty, of Her princely 
and invincible Diſpoſition, diſdaining to put 
them to Death, and ſcorning either to retain 
or entertain them, they were all ſent back 
again to their Countries, to witneſs and re- 
count the worthy Atchievements of their 
invincible and dreadful Navy: Of which 
the Number of Soldiers, the fearful Burthen 
of their Ships, the Commanders Names of 
every Squad ron, with all other their Magazines 
of Proviſions were put in Print, as an Army 
and a Navy unrefiftable, and diſdaining Pre- 
vention. With all which ſo great and terrible 
an Oftentation, they did not in all their ſail- 
ing round about England, fo much as fink or 
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take one Ship, Bark, Pinnace, or Cockboat 
of ours, or ever burnt ſo much as one Sheep- 
cot of this Land: Whereas, on the contrary, 
Sir Francis Drake, with only eight Hundred 
Soldiers, not long before, landed in their 
Indies, and forced St. Jago, St. Domingo, 
Carthagena, and the Forts of Florida. 


And after that, Sir Fohn Norris marched 
from Peniche, in Portugal, with a Handful 
of Soldiers to the Gates of Lisbon, being 
above forty Exgliſh Miles: Where the Earl 
of F//ex himſelf, and other valiant Gentlemen, 
braved the City of Lisbon, encamped at the 
yery Gates; from whence, after many Days 
Abode, finding neither promiſed Party, nor 
Proviſion to batter, they made Retreat by 
Land, in deſpight of all their Garriſons, both 
of Horſe and Foot. 


In this Sort I have a little digreſſed from 
my firſt Purpoſe, only by the neceſſary 
Compariſon of theirs and our Actions; the 
one covetous of Honour, without Vaunt of 
Oſtentation; the other ſo greedy to purchaſe 
the Opinion of their own Affairs, and by 
falſe Rumours to reſiſt the Blaſts of their own 
Diſhonours, as they will not only not bluſh 
to ſpread all Manner of Untruths, but even 
for the leaſt Adyantage, be it but for the 
taking of one poor Adventurer of the 
Ezzliſb, will celebrate the Victory with _ 
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fires in every Town, always ſpending more 
in Faggots, then the Purchaſe was worth 
they obtained: When, as we never thought 
it worth the Cpnſumption of two Billets, 
when we have taken eight or ten of their 
Indian Ships at one Time, and twenty of 
the Brazil Fleet. Such is the Difference 
between true Valour and Oſtentation; and 
between honourable Actions, and frivolous 
vain-glorious Vaunts. But now to return 
to my Purpoſe: a 


The Lord Thomas Howard, with fix of 
Her Majeſty's Ships, fix Victuallers of Lon- 
don, the Bark Raleigh, and two or three 
other Pinnaces, riding at Anchor near unto 
Flores, one of the Weſterly Iſlands of the 
Azores, the Laſt of Auguſt in the Afternoon, 
had Intelligence, by one Captain Middleton, 
of the Approach of the Spaniſh Armada: 
Which Midaleton, being in a very good 
Sailer, had kept them Company three Days 
before, of good Purpoſe, both to diſcover their 
Forces the more, as alſo to give Advice to 

my Lord Thomas of their Approach. 


He had no ſooner delivered the News, 
but the Fleet was in Sight: Many of our 
Ships Companies were on Shore in the 
Hand ; ſome providing Balaſt for their Ships, 
others filling of Water and refreſhing them- 
lelyes from the Land, with ſuch Things as 
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they could either for Money, or by Force, 
recover. By Reaſon whereot our Ships being 
all peſtered and rummaging, every Thing out of 
Order, very light for want of Balaſt ; and, that 
which was moſt to our Diſadvantage, the 
one Halt-Part of the Men of every Ship 
fick, and utterly unſerviceable: For in the 
Revenge, there were Ninety dileaſed ; in the 
Bonadventure, not ſo many in Health as 
could handle her Main- Sail; for had not 
twenty Men been taken out of a Bark of 
Sir George Carey's, his being commanded to 
be funk, and thoſe appointed to her, ſhe had 
hardly ever recovered England : The Reſt, 
for the moſt Part, were in little better State. 
The Names of Her Majeſty's Ships were 
theſe as followeth : © The Defiance, which 
was Admiral; the Revenge, Vice-Admiral ; 
the Bonadventure, commanded by Captain 
Croſs; the Lion, by George Fenner; the 
Foreſight, by Thomas I avaſour ; and the 
Crane, by Duffield. | 


The Furefght and the Cane being but 
ſmall Ships, only the other were of the 
Middle- Size; the reſt, beſides the Bark 
Raleigh, commanded by Captain Thin, were 
Victuallers, and of ſmall Force or none. The 
Spaniſh Fleet, having ſhrouded their Ap— 
proach by Reaſon of the Iſland, were now 
ſo ſoon at Hand, as our Ships: had ſcarce 
Time to weigh their Anchors ; but ſome of 
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them were driven to let flip their Cables, 


and ſet fail. 


Sir Richard Greenville was the laſt 
that weighed, to recover the Men that were 
upon the Iſland, which otherwiſe had been 


loſt. The Lord Thomas, with the reſt, 


very hardly recovered the Wind; which 
Sir Richard Greenville not being able to do, 
was perſwaded by the Maſter and others to 
cut his Main- Sail, and caſt about, and to 
truſt to the failing of the Ship, for the 
Squadron of Seville were on his Weather- 
Bow. But Sir Richard utterly refuſed to 
turn from the Enemy ; alledging, That he 
would rather chute to die, then to diſhonour 
himſelf, his Country, and Her Majeſty's 
Ship; perſwading his Company, that he 
would pais through the two Squadrons in 
Deipight of them, and enforce thoſe of &uille 


to give him Way, which he performed upon 


diyers of the foremoſt ; who, as the Mariners 
term it, ſprang their Luff, and fell under 
the Lee of the Revs nge: But the other Courſe 
had been the better, and might right well 


have been anſwered in fo great an Impoſſibility 


of prevailing; notwithſtanding, out of the 
Greatneſs of his Mind, he could not be per- 
ſwaded. | 


In the mean while, as he attended thoſe 
which were neareſt him, the Great St. Pöslip 
being 
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being in the Wind of him, and coming to- 
wards him, becalmed his Sails in ſuch Sort, 
as the Ship could neither make Way, nor 
feel the Helm; ſo huge and high charged 
was the Spaniſb Ship, being of a Thouſand 
and Five Hundred Tons, who after laid the 
Revenge on board. When he was thus bereft 
of his Sails, the Ships that were under his 
Lee luffing up, alſo laid him on board; of 
which the next was the Admiral of the Bz/- 
cayans, a very mighty and puiſſant Ship, 
commanded by Brittandona. The ſaid Phi- 
lip carried three Tire of Ordinance on a Side, 
and eleyen Pieces in every Tire. She ſhot 
eight forth- right out of her Chaſe, beſides 
thoſe of her Stern-Ports. 


After the Revenge was entangled with this 
Philip, four others boarded her; two on 
her Lar-board, and two on her Star-board. 
The Fight thus beginning at Three of the 
Clock in the Afternoon, continued very ter- 
rible all that Evening; but the Great St. 
Philip having received the Lower-Tire of the 
Revenge, diſcharged with Croſs- bar Shot, 
ſhifted herſelf with all Diligence from her 
Sides, utterly miſliking her firſt Entertain- 
ment. Some ſay that the Ship founder'd ; 
but we cannot report it for Truth, unleſs 
we were aſſured. 


The 
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The Spaniſb Ships were filled with Com- 
panies of Soldiers; in ſome Two Hundred, 
beſides the Mariners; in ſome Five, in others 
Eight Hundred. In ours there were none 
at all, beſides the Mariners, but the Servants 
of the Commanders, and ſome few. voluntary 
Gentlemen only. After many interchanged 
Vollies of great Ordinance and ſmall Shot, 
the Spaniards deliberated to enter the Re- 
venge, and made divers Attempts, hoping to 
force her by the Multitudes of their armed 
Soldiers and Musketeers ; but were ſtill repulſed 
again and again, and at all Times beaten 
back into their own Ships, or into the Seas, 


In the Beginning of the Fight, the George, 
Noble, of London, having received ſome Shot 
, thorough her by the 4rmaaas, fell under the 
Lee of the Revenge, and ask'd Sir Richard 
what he would command him, being but one 
of the Victuallers, and of ſmall Force. Sir 
Richard bid him ſave himſelf, and leave him 
to his Fortune. After- the Fight had thus, 
without Intermiſſion, continued while the Day 
laſted and ſome Hours of the Night, many of 
our Men were ſlain and hurt; and one of the 
great Galleons of the Armada, and the Admiral 
of the Hulks, both ſunk, and in many other 
of the $p.2n;/b Ships great Slaughter was made. 


C Some 
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Some write that Sir Richard was very 
dangerouſly hurt, almoſt in the Beginning of 
the Fight, and lay ſpeechleſs for a Time ere 
he recovered: But two of the Revenge's own 
Company, brought Home in a Ship of Lime 
from the Iſlands, examined by ſome of the 
Lords and others, affirmed, That he was never 
ſo much wounded as that he forſook the Up- 
per-Deck, till an Hour before Midnight; and 
then being ſhot into the Body with a Musket, 
as he was a dreſſing, was again ſhot into the 
Head, and withal his Surgeon wounded to 
Death. This agreeth alſo with an Examina- 
tion taken by Sir Francis Godolphin, of four 
other Mariners of the ſame Ship, being re- 
turned; which Examination, the ſaid Sir Francis 
ſent unto Mr. William Killegrew, of Her 
Majeſty's Privy-Chan. ber. 


But to return to the Fight. The $panfb 
Ships, which attempted to board the Revenge, 
as they were wounded and beaten off, ſo al- 
ways others came in their Places, ſhe haying 
never leſs then two mighty Galleons by her 
Sides, and aboard her; ſo that ere the Morn- 
ing, from Three of the Clock the Day before, 
there had fifteen ſeveral {rmagas aſſailed her 
and all fo ill approved their Entertainment, as 
they were by the Break of Day, far more 
willing to hearken to a Compoſition, then 


haſtily to make any more Aſſaults or — : 
| | ut 
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But as the Day encreaſed, ſo our Men de- 
creaſed ; and as the Light grew more and 
more, by ſo much more grew our Diſcomforts ; 
for none appeared in Sight, but Enemies, ſav- 
ing one ſmall Ship, called the Pilgrim, com- 
manded by Jacob Whiddon, who hovered all 
Night to ſee the Succeſs ; but, in the Morn- 
ing, bearing with the Revenge, was hunted 
like a Hare amongſt many ravenous Hounds, 
but eſcaped. 


All the Powder of the Revenge to the laſt. 


Barrel was now ſpent, all her Pikes broken, 
forty of her beſt Men ſlain, and the moſt Part 
of the reſt hurt. In the Beginning of the 
Fight, ſhe had but one Hundred free from 
Sickneſs, and fourſcore and ten ſick, laid in 
Hold upon the Balaſt. A ſmall Troop to man 
ſuch a Ship, and a weak Garriſon to reſiſt ſo 
mighty an Army! 


By thoſe Hundred all was ſuſtained, the 
Volleys, Boardings, and Enterings of fifteen 
Ships of War, befides thoſe which beat her at 
Large: On the contrary, the Spaniſh were al- 
ways ſupplied with Soldiers, brought from 
every Squadron ; all Manner of Arms and 
Powder at Will. Unto ours there remained 
no Comfort at all, no Hope, no Supply either 
of Ships, Men, or Weapons; the Maſts all 
beaten over board, all her Tacklc cut aſunder, 
her Upper-Work altogether razed, and, in 

C 2 Effect, 
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Effect, evened ſhe was with the Water, but 
the very Foundation or Bottom of a Ship, 
nothing being left over Head either for Flight 
or Defence. | | 


Sir Richard finding himſelf in this Diſtreſs, 
and unable any longer to make Reſiſtance, 
having endured in this fifteen Hours Fight 
the Aſſault of fifteen ſeveral Armagas, all by 
Turns aboard him, and by Eſtimation eight 
Hundred Shot of great Artillery, beſides many 
Aſſaults and Entries, and that himſelf and the 
Ship muſt needs be poſſeſſed by the Enemy, 
who were now all caſt in a Ring round about 
him (the Revenge not able to move one Way 
or other, but as ſhe was moved with the Waves 
and Billows of the Sea) commanded the Maſter- 
Gunner, whom he knew to be a moſt reſolute 
Man, to ſplit and fink the Ship, that thereby 
nothing might remain of Glory or Victory to 
the Spaniards ; ſeeing, in ſo many Hours 
Fight, and with ſo great a Navy they were 
not able to take her, having had fifteen Hours 
Time, above ten Thouſand Men, and Fifty- 
three Sail of Men of War to perform it 
withal; and perſwaded the Company, or as 
many as he could induce, to yield themſelves 
unto God, and to the Mercy of none elſe: 
But as they had, like yaliant reſolute Men, 
repulſed ſo many Enemies, they ſhould not 
now ſhorten the Honour of their Nation, by 
prolonging their own Liyes for a few" Hours, 
or a few Days, 

| The 
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The Maſter-Gunner readily condeſcended, 
and divers others; but the Captain and the 
Maſter were of another Opinion, and beſought 
Sir Richard to have Care of them : Alledging, 
That the Spaniards would be as ready to en- 
tertain a Compoſition, as they were willing to 
offer the ſame; and that there being divers 
ſufficient and valiant Men yet living, and 
whoſe Wounds were not mortal, they might 
do their Country and Prince acceptable Service 
hereafter. And whereas Sir Richard had al- 
ledged, That the $pÞaniards ſhould never glory 
to have taken one Ship of Her Majeſty's, 
ſeeing they had ſo long and ſo notably de- 
fended themſelves; they anſwered, That the 
Ship had fix Feet Water in Hold, three Shot 
under Water, which were ſo weakly ſtopped, 
as with the firſt Working of the Sea, ſhe muſt 
needs fink, and was beſides ſo cruſhed and 
bruiſed, as ſhe could never be removed out of 
the Place. 


And as the Matter was thus in Diſpute, 
and Sir Richard refuſing to hearken to any 
of thoſe Reaſons, the Maſter of the Revenge 
- (while the Captain won unto him the greater 
Party) was convoy'd aboard the General Don 
Alphonſo Bagan ; who, finding none over 
haſty to enter the Revenge again, doubting, 
left Sir Richard would have blown them up 
and himſelf, and perceiving by the Report of 

the 
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the Maſter of the Revenge his dangerous Diſ- 
ſition, yielded that all their Lives ſhould 
ſaved, the Company ſent for En7/and, and 
the better Sort to pay ſuch reaſonable Ranſom 
as their Eſtate would bear, and in the mean 
Seaſon to be free from Galley or Impriſonment. 
To this he ſo much the rather condeſcended, 
as well, as I have ſaid, for fear of further 
Loſs and Miſchief to themſelyes, as alſo for 
the Deſire he had to recover Sir Richard 
Greenville; whom, for his notable Valour, he 
ſeem'd greatly to honour and admire. 


When this Anſwer was returned, and that 
Safety of Life was promiſed, the common Sort 
being now at the End of their Peril, the moſt 
drew back from Sir Richard and the Maſter- 
Gunner, being no hard Matter to diſſuade 
Men from Death to Life. The Maſter-Gunaer, 
finding himſelf and Sir Richard thus prevented 
and maſtered by the greater Number, would 
have flain himſelf with a Sword, had he not 
been by Force with-held and locked into his 
Cabbin; then the General ſent many Boats 
aboard the Revenge, and divers of our Men 
fearing Sir Richard's Diſpoſition, ſtole away 
aboard the General and other Ships. 


Sir Richard thus over-matched, was ſent 
unto by Alphonſo Bagan, to remove out of 
the Revenge, the Ship being marvellous un- 
ſavory, filled with Blood and Bodies of 2 
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and wounded Men, like a Slaughter-Houſe. 
Sir Richard anſwered, That he might do with 
his Body what he liſt, for he eſteemed it not, 
and as he was carried out of the Ship he 
ſwooned; and, reviving again, deſired the 
Company to pray for him. : 


The General uſed Sir Richard with all 
Humanity, and left nothing unattempted that 
rended to his Recovery, highly commending 
his Valour and Worthinets, and greatly be- 
wailing the Danger wherein he was; being 
unto them a rare Spectacle, and a Reſolution 
ſeldom approved, to ſce one Ship turn toward 
ſo many Enemies, to endure the Charge and 
Boarding of ſo many huge Armadas, and to 
reſiſt and repel the Aſſaults and Entries of 
ſo many Soldiers. All which and more is 
confirmed by a Spaniſh Captain of the ſame 
Armada, and a preſent Actor in the Fight; 
who being ſevered from the reft in a Storm, 
was, by the Lion of London, a ſmall Ship, 


taken, and is now Priſoner in London. 


The General Commander of the Armada, 
was Don Alphonſo Bagan, Brother to the 
Marquis of Santa-Crus; the Admiral of the 
Biſcayne Squadron, was Britandona ; of the 
Squadron of Seville, the Marquis of Arum- 
burch ; the Hulks and Fly-boats were com- 
manded by Luis Continhy. There were {lain 
and drowned in this Fight, well near one 

Thouſand 
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Thouſand .of the Enemies, and two ſpecial 
Commanders Don Luzs de St. . and Don 
George de Prunaria de Mallaga, as the 
Saniſb Captain confeſſeth; beſides divers others 
of ſpecial Account, whereof as yet Report is 
not made. 


The Admiral of the Hulks, and the + 4g 
of Seville, were both funk by the Side of the 
Revenge ; one other recovered the Road of 
St. Michael, and funk alſo there; a fourth 
Tan herſelf with the Shore to ſave her Men. 
Sir Richard died, as it is ſaid, the ſecond or 
third Day aboard the General, and was by 
them greatly bewailed. What became of his 
Body, whether it were buried in the Sea, or 
on the Land, we know not: The Comfort 
that remaineth to his Friends is, that he hath 
ended his Life honourably, in Reſpect of the 
Reputation won to his Nation and Country, 
and of the ſame to his Poſterity ; and that 
being dead, he hath not out-lived his own 
Honour, | | 


For the reſt of Her Majeſty's Ships that 
entered not ſo far into the Fight as the 
Revenge, the Reaſons and Cauſes were theſe. 
There were of them but ſix in all, whereof 
two were but ſmall Ships; the Revenge engaged 
paſt Recovery. The Iſland of Flores was on 
the one Side, fifty-three Sail of the Saniſb, 
diyided into Squadrons on the other, = — 
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full filled with Soldiers as they could contain 
almoſt the one Half of our Men fick, and 
not able to ſerve; the Ships grown foul, un- 
rumaged, and ſcarcely able to bear any Sail 
for want of Balaft, having been ſix Months at 
the Sea before. 


If all the reſt had enter'd, all had been 
loſt; for the very Hugeneſs of the Spaniſh 
Fleet, if no other Violence had been offered, 
would have cruſh'd them between them into 
Shivers; of which the Diſhonour and Loſs to 
the Queen had been far greater then the Spoil 
or Harm that the Enemy could any way have 
received. Notwithſtanding it is very true, 
that the Lord Thomas would have enter'd 
between the Squadrons, but the reſt would 
not condeſcend, and the Maſter of his own 
Ship offered to leap into the Sea, rather than 
to conduct that her Majeſty's Ship, and the 
reſt to be a Prey to the Enemy, where there 
was no Hope nor Poſſibility either of Defence 
or Victory. Which alſo, in my Opinion, had 
ill ſorted or anſwered the Diſcretion and Truſt 
of a General, to commit himſelf and his 
Charge to an aſſured Deſtruction, without 
Hope or any Likelihood of prevailing ; there- 
by to diminiſh the Strength of her Majeſty's 

avy, and to enrich the Pride and Glory of 
the Enemy. | 
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The Forefjght' of the Queen's, commanded 
by Mr. Thomas Vaviſor, performed a very 

reat Fight, and ſtaid two Hours as near the 

evenge, as the Weather would permit him ; 
not ſorſaking the Fight, till he was like to 
be encompaſſed. by the Squadrons, and with 
great Difficulty cleared himſelf. The reft 
gave divers Vollies of Shot, and enter'd as far 
as the Place permitted, and their own Ne- 
ceſſities, to keep the . of the 
Enemy, until they were parted by Night. 


c 


A few Days after the Fight was ended, 
and the Engli/b Priſoners diſperſed into the 
Spaniſh and India Ships, there aroſe fo great 
a Storm from the Weſt and North - Weft, 
that all the Fleet was diſperſed, as well the 
Indian Fleet, which were then come unto 
them, as the reſt of the Armada that at- 
tended their Arrival; of which fourteen Sail, 
together with the Revenge, and in her two 
Hundred Spaniards, were caſt away upon the 
Iſle of St. Michael. So it pleaſed them to 
honour the Burial of that renowned Ship the 
Revenge, not ſuffering her to periſh alone, for 

the great Honour ſhe atchieved in her Life- 
Time. 


On the reſt of the Hlands there were caſt 
away in this Storm, fifteen or ſixteen more 
of the Ships of War: And of an Hundred and 

| odd 
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odd Sail of the India Fleet, expected this 
Vear in Hain, what in this Tempeſt, and 
what before in the Bay of Mexico, and about 
the Bermudas, there were ſeventy and odd 
conſumed and loſt, with thoſe taken by our 
Ships of London; beſides one very rich Indian 
Ship. which ſet herſelf on fire, being boarded 
by the Pilgrim, and five others taken by 
Mr. Hats's Ships of London, between the 
Havannah and Cape St. Antonio. 


The Fourth of this Month of November 
we received Letters from the Tercera, af- 
firming that there are three Thouſand Bodies 
of Men remaining in that Iſland, ſaved out of 
the periſhed Ships; and that, by the Spaniards 
own Confeſſion, there are ten Thouſand caſt 
away in this Storm, heſides thoſe that are 
periſhed between the Iſlands and the Main. 


Thus it hath pleaſed God to fight for 
us, and to defend the Juſtice of our Cauſe, 
againſt the ambitious and bloody Pretences of 
the Spaniards; who, ſeeking to devour all 
Nations, are themſelves devoured. A ma- 
nifeſt Teſtimony, how unjuſt and diſpleaſing 
their Attempts are in the Sight of God, who 
hath pleaſed to witneſs, by the Succeſs of 
their Affairs, his Miſlike of their bloody and 
injurious Deſigns, purpoſed and practiſed againſt 
all Chriſtian Princes, over whom they ſeck 
unlawful and ungodly Rule and 3 
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One Day or two before this Wreck haps 
pened to the Spaniſh Fleet, when as ſome of 
our Priſoners deſired to be ſet on Shore upon 
the Iſlands, hoping to be from thence tranſ- 
ported into Eng/and, which Liberty was 
formerly, by the General, promiſed ; one 
Morice Fitz Fohn, Son of old John of De 
mond, a notable Traitor, Couſin - German to 
the late Earl of Deſmond, was ſent to the 
Engliſh, from Ship to Ship, to perſwade them 
to ſerve the King of Hain. The Arguments 
he uſed to induce them, were theſe : The 
Increaſe of Pay, which he promiſed to be 
trebled; Advancement to the better Sort; 
and the Exerciſe of the true Catholick Re- 
ligion, and Safety of their Souls to all. 


For the firſt, even the beggarly and un- 
natural Behaviour of thoſe Engliſh and Jriſb 
Rebels, that ſerved the King in that preſent 
Action, was ſufficient to anſwer the firſt 
Argument of rich Pay: For ſo poor and 
beggarly they were, as for want of Apparel 
they ſtripped their poor Countrymen-Priſoners 
out of their ragged Garments, worn to no- 
thing by ſix Months Service; and ſpared not 
to deſpoil them even of their bloody Shirts, 
from their wounded Bodies, and the very 
Shoes from their Feet. A notable Teſtimony 
of their rich Entertainment and great Wages ! 


The 
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The ſecond Reaſon was, Hope of Ad- 
vancement, if they ſerved well, and would 
continue faithful to the King. But what 
Man can be ſo blockiſhly ignorant, ever to 
expect Place or Honour from a foreign King; 
baving no other Argument or Perſuaſion than 
his own Diſloyalty, to be unnatural to his 
own Country that bred him; to his Parents 
that begat him, and rebellious to his true 
Prince, to whoſe Obedience he is bound by 
Oath, by Nature, and by Religion? No, 
they are only aſſured to be employed in all 
deſperate Enterprizes, to be held in Scorn 
and Diſdain ever among thoſe whom they 
ſerye: And that ever Traitor was either truſted 
or adyanced, I could neyer yet read ; neither 
can I, at this Time, remember any Example. 
And no Man could have leſs becomed the 
Place of an Orator, for ſuch a Purpoſe, than 
this Morice of Deſmond ; for the Earl, his 
Couſin, being one of the greateſt Subjects in 
that Kingdom of Jre/and, having almoſt 
whole Countries' in his Poſſeſſion ; ſo many 

y Manors, Caſtles, and Lordſhips ; the 
Count Palatine of Kerry, five Hundred 
Gentlemen of his own Name and Family 
to follow him, beſides others (all which he 

ſſeſſed in Peace for three or tour Hundred 
ears) was, in leſs then three Years after his 
adhering to the paniards and Rebellion, beaten 
from all his Holds, not ſo many as ten Gen- 
tlemen 


1 
tlemen of his Name left living, himſelf taken 
and beheaded by a Soldier of his own Na- 
tion, and his Land given by a Parliament to 
her Majeſty, and poſſeſſed by the Engliſb. 
His other Couſin, Sir 70h of Deſmond, 
taken by Mr. obn Zouche, and his Body 
banged over the Gates of his native City, to 
be devoured by Ravens. The third Brother, 
Sir James, hanged, drawn, and quartered, in 


the ſame Place. If he had withal vaunted of 


his Succets of his own Houſe, no Doubt the 
Argument would have moved much, and 
wrought great Effect; which becauſe he, for 
that preſent forgot, I thought it meth to re- 
member in his Bchalf. 


For Matter of Religion, it would require a par- 
ticular Volume, if I ſhould ſet down how ir- 


religiouſly they cover their greedy and ambitious 


Pretences with the Vail of Picty : But ſure I 
am, that there is no Kingdom or Common- 
wealth in all Europe, but, if they be re- 
formed, they then invade it for Religion ſake; 
if it be, as they term Catholick, they pre- 
tend Title ; as if the Kings of Caſtile were 
the natural Heirs of all the World ; and to, 
between both, no Kingdom is unſought. 
Where they dare not with their own Forces 
. to invade, they baſely entertain the Traitors 
and Vagabonds of all Nations; ſeeking, by 
thoſe, and by their Runagate Jeſuits, to win 
Parts, and have, by that Means, ruined 
many 
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many noble Houſes, and others, i in this Land, 
and have extinguiſhed both their Lives and 
Families, What Good, Honour, or Fortune, 
ever Man yet by them atchieved, is yet un- 
heard of, or unwritten ; and it our Englyb 
Papiſts do but look into Porty al, againft 
which they have no Pretence o Religion, 
how the Nobility are put to Death, im- 
priſoned, their rich Men made a Prey, and 
all Sorts of People captivated, they ſhall 
find that the Obedience, even of the Turk, 
is caly and a Liderty, in Reſpect of the 
Slavery and Tyranny of Spain. 


What have they done in Sicily, in ack 
Milan, and in the Low - Countries ® Who 
hath there been ſpared for Religion at all ? 
And it cometh to my Remembrance of a 
certain Burgher of Antwerp, whoſe Houſe 
being entered by a Company of Spanyb 
Soldiers, when they firft ſacked the City, he 
betought them to ſpare him and his Goods, 
being a good Catholick, and one of their 
own Party and Faction. The Samards 
anſwered, That they knew him to be of a 
good Conſcience for himſelf, but his Money, 
Plate, Jewels and Goods, were all heretical, 
and therefore good Prize : So they abuſed and 
tormented the fooliſh Fleming, who hoped 
that an Agnus Dei had been a ſufficient 
Target againſt all Force of that holy and 
charitable Nation. 


N either 
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Neither have they, at any Time, as they 
proteſt, inyaded the Kingdoms of the Indies 
and Peru, and elſewhere, but only led there- 
unto, rather to reduce the People to Chriſ- 
tianity, than for either Gold or Empiry; 
| When, as in one only Iſland, called, Hi 
paniola, they have waſted thirty Hundred 
Thouſand of the natural People, beſides many 
Millions elſe in other Places of the Indies. A 
poor and harmleſs People, created of God ; 
and might have been won to his Know- 
ledge, as many of them were, and almoſt as 
many as ever were perſwaded thereunto. The 
Story whereof is at large written by a 
Biſhop of their own Nation, called, Bar- 
tholomew de las Caſes, and tranſlated into 
Engliſh, and many other Languages, entitled, 
The Spaniſh Cruelties. © 
Who would therefore repoſe Truft in ſuch 
a Nation of ravenous Strangers; and eſ- 
in thoſe Spaniards, which more 
greedily thirſt after Exgliſb Blood, than after 
the Lives of any other People of Europe, for 
the many Overthrows and Diſhonours they 
have received at our Hands; whoſe Weak- 
neſs we have diſcoyered to the World, and 
whoſe Forces at Home, Abroad, in Europe, 
in India, by Sea and Land, we have even, 
with Handfuls of Men and Ships, oyer- 
thrown and diſhonoured ? ; 


Let 
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Let not therefore any Engliſhman, of what 
Religion ſoever, have other Opinion of the 
Spaniards, but that thoſe whom he ſeek» 
eth to win of our Nation, he eſteemeth 
baſe and traiterous; unworthy Perſons, or 
unconſtant Fools: And that he uſeth his 
Pretence of Religion, for no other Purpoſe 
but to bewitch us from the Obedience of 
our natural Prince; thereby hoping, in 
Time, to bring us to Slavery and Subjec- 
tion, and then none ſhall be unto them ſo 
odious and diſdained, as the Traitors them- 
ſelves; who have ſold their Country to a 
Stranger, and forſaken their Faith and 
Obedience, contrary to Nature and Religion ; 
and contrary to that humane and general 
Honour, not only of Chriſtians, but of 
heathen and irreligious Nations, who have 
always ſuſtained what Labour ſoever, and 
embraced even Death itſelf, for their Country, 
Prince, or Common-wealth. 


To conclude ; it hath eyer, to this Day, 
pleaſed God to proſper and defend her 
Majeſty, to break the Purpoſes of malicious 
Enemies, of forſworn Traitors, and of unjuſt 
Practices and Invaſions. She hath cver been 
honoured of the worthieſt Kings, ſerved by 
faithful Subjects; and ſhall, by the Favour of 
God, reſiſt, repel, and confound all what- 
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ſoever Attempts * her . bee or 
Kingdom. | 


In the mean Time, let t 
Traitor vaunt of their SuccelFſ and 
true and obedient Vaſſals, ided | 
ſhining Light of Her Virtue, ſh 


love Her, ſerve Her, and obey Her, to the 
End of our Lives. 


FINIS 
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